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SN IE SAME ON ALLAN THE MOST MERCIFUL, 


MURAMMAD 1 It APOSTLE ÔP Q0D, PRINCE OF TUE FAITHPUL, AU 
MN AM ALIM, AL MASA UN ALE, A HUNAIN MIN AU, ALL MIN 
Al: HUSAIN, MUMAMMAD MIX AU, JAŸYAR MX MUMANMAD, MUSA IN 
AA/PAR, ALT MIX MURA, MUMAMMAD MIX AUX ALT MIX MUIAMMAD, 
At masax tx ALt who is abiding by justice, pence be unto Chem us 
18 TN WOKK OP ALL MIX MUMAMMAD TIR OPPSMIUNG OP MUMAMMAD, 
MAY Gob EXTEND HIS MERCX FO HUM." 


This inseription x engraved on tree long pieces of wood Tite 
piece on the right wall is 1,50 m, long The one on the front wall 
is 1.80 m, long, and that on the left wall is 1.50 m, long. 


ë 


This inscription shows that the door was eonstrueted by order 
of the Abbusid Caliph As-Nasme-Lm-luiau in the year 006 1. 
{1200 4.0.) under the control of Mu’ad bin al Husaini bin Saad àl 
Musavsi 


History books available mention that Maud is known as “Sharaf 
ud-Diu abu Tawim Mu’ad bin al Husaini al Musawi® who died in 
GT 1. (1220 a). 

The following is a translation of the text 


TEXT OF THE INSCRIPTION ON THE SIDES OF THE DOOR 


# Sp IN NAME OP ALLAIT TE MOST MENGIEUT. SAY, À DO sur 
AK OP YOU ANY HWAND FOR IT DUT LOVE ON MELATIVES AND WILONVIER 
DONS G00D WE GIVE HUM MOUE GP 000 TILERMOP SURELY ALLAN 14 
MORGIVING AND GRATHPUL. FILS WAR CONSTRUCED MY FILE COMMAND 
Of OUR LORD AND MAWTER THE EMAM WWHOSE OMEDIENCE 18 ENPONED UPON 
IR PHOPLR, ANUL AMMAX ANDMAD AN NARUE LIDIN ILLAU, TUE 
COMMANDE OP FH PAFFHPUL AND THE LARUTENANT OP TI LOND OM 
IR UNIVERSE, WAOME GOODKESS AXD JUNIOR HAVE FIAMD THE 
COUNTRY, AND WHOSE MIGUTEOUSKESS AND WISDOM LEAVE OV LME 
MANKIND, MAY G0D CAUSE US NON ONDES TO HE PRUITPUL DS 
LONTINUOUS SUCCESS AND PROPERTY AND GRANT IHM AMPROVAL, AND 
VICRONY, AND CAUME LS EVERLASTING DAYK #0 AVE À LIMITE AVHOSE HORS 
MAY NOT STUMHLE, AND Uk GLOMIOUX OPINIONX TO HAVE AN EVER 
BPARKLANE MAPPENEX PTIT A MG TO WANICIE DISTINUUE BUIMIT SO 
LA PORN WMLO MEMEL, AGAINST HN MAY ONEY IHM, AKD À MULE TO 
MARINE PE KENGS MAY I HUMAN SUMMENDNMENG PU I'ONVERS #70 
MEME HV BXSPALEINO TIRE MAMLUK (lave) MUAD HUS AL: HUSAINE DIN 
SAAD A1, MURAT WA PAVE FOR LAVE I AUX HVERLASTING DAYS AK 
WISUES TO SIND TIR HET OP Ii LUE IN INVOCATIOX FOR JUS 
MéTAULIIKD STATE. MAY GO ANSWER IX PRAYERS AND CAUE HTML TO 
AUTAIX HIS ADM DURING MS KOULE DAYS. 

MADE LK RANLA AT FHANE 0 rit Ya 606 AAC AND G0D 1 
HNOUOIE +0 UK AND AN ESCHLUENT AGENT ME MAY TUE MEAYERS 
AND PEACE OP ALEAIE HE UPOX LAS OP TIR PROPIIETS, 
AND JS CASE RELATIVES AND OMPSPRIXG | 


KUFIC INSCRIPTION INSIDE THE PLACE OF AL GHAIBAH 


The walls of the Place of A1 Ghoïbal are decorated with glazed 
tiles ommamented and coloured with floral patterns, (PL IX—XI), 
but between the tiles there is a wooden band extending along the 
three walls. This wooden band beurs a ption carved 
high relief, whose translation is us follows 


* So Arabie text. 


« 
The Well which is known ns Bi al Ghaïbah (+) is situated at 
a corner of this chamber, 


BAB UL GHAIBAH. $ 


‘The wooden door which forms a partition between the chamber 
of A! Ghaïbah and the men's prayer hall covers entirely the façade 
of the chumber, but two rectangular pieces about 1.25 m. high extend 
from the bottom ends eovering the lower portion of the prayer hall 
completely. (PL V). 

We muy, therefore, infor that the length of the dobr is equal to 
the width of the men's prayer hall and ix more Chan 9 m. Mi 


The portion of the door covering the façade of the Ghaïbah 
chamber are in lattice design, but thon eovering the wall are not 
‘The luttice is composod of pieews of wood fittod in géomet 

forms displaying three different gvomotrical designs, 
1. The two portions of lattice forming the two door leuves, 


2 he tow portions of tie forming the additional wings ot 
the door, 


3, The arche part of the lnttice above the door, 


he combination of these three designs in gsometrical network 
makes the door most benutifal as a picee of fine art. 


The wooden frames 0 these latticed leaves are decorated with 
minute engruvings. (| VI), 
THE INSCRIPTION ON THE DOOR. 
The inscription is engraved in the outer frame of the partition, 
including the two additional rectangular wings, 


A benutifal writing in Muxkhi style je carved in relief on an 
ornamented background, 


The inscription starts from the bottou of the right rectangle, 
vising along the outer side, then tuning along the upper horizontal 
side. It starts again from the bottom of the right rectangle rising 
along the inner vertieal side and follows its areh until it renches the 
top, from which point the inscription begins to descemil from alor 
the other side until it reaches the bottom of the vertical side of the left 
rectangle. The inseription then starts from the upper horizontal 
side of the left rectangle and passes to its vertical side running down 
to its bottom whenee it passes to the right of the lower side of the 
right rectangle extending along the groundsill of the door until ft 
ends at the extremity of the lower side of the left rectangle, 


A1 Of Apr, where he caf al Mad fs ad 1 


w 
Stiab al Gha bah-—ihe door of the disparition chamiher. 


3 
THE CAVE OF AL GHAIBAH.! 


‘The eave of al Ghaïbah is one of the deep caves dug into thè 
conglomerate layer mentioned above. It is compose of three main 
parts: (see plan on Pl. IV): 


1. A sexagonal chamber 2 OM in the plate). 
2. A small rectangular room CN in the plate). 
3. A large rectangalar room .. (© in the plate). 


The large reetangular room is eommonly known as ‘Men's 
Prayer Hall, while the small one is known as * Women's Prayer Hall, 

These parts are connected by two long corridors. One Joux 
corridor conneets the Men's Prayer Hall with the Women's Praye 
Hall, and another long corridor connects the Men's Prayer Hall with 
the sexagonal chamber. 

Eh of these three parts ix ventillated and lighted through à 
long and small window open from the top to the bottom of the enter 
wall of the mosque. 

The stairease which leads down to and up from tie cuve Is 
connected with the sexngonal chamber and consists 0f 20 steps. 

The entranee to the stañrease and the cave is situated within the 
building o€ the mosque itself and is constrüeted in the wall where 
the entrance to the prayer hall exist 

The Men's Prayer Hall is 5,80 m. long and 3,50 m, wide. 

The Women's Prayer Hall is 4.60 m. long and 3 m. wide. 

The corridor between the Men's Prayer Hall and the sexngonol 
chamiber is 6m. Long. 

The corridor between the Men's and Women's Prayer Halls is 
4m. long. 

he window of the sexmgonul chamber is 6m. long. 

he window of the Women's Prayer Hall is 4.50 m, long. 

AL CHAIBAH CHAMBER. 

Bab ul Ghaïbah is situated at the end of 
room, Le, at the end of the Men's Prayer Hi 

Behind that door is a small ehamber, 1.60 m. long and 1,30 m. 
wide. (PL IV—g). 

This chamiber is lmown us the Place of Al Ghaïba”?, but it is, 


in fact, a part of the large reetangular room. The door in front of 
it is merely a lattice partition separating the chamber from the rest 


‘of the room. 


large rectangular 


“HEave of Disparition. 


MOSQUE AND SHRINE 


The new mosque of Samarra is situated in the centre of the 
modern town. (PL L. air photograph). 

‘The town, viewed from a distance, shows two eupolas of which 
one is covered with gilt tiles and the other with eoloured and decorated 
tiles.… (PI. L-npper figure). 

Each of these two enpalas belougs to a building independent of 
the other. The larger and gilt one dominates the building of the 
shrine, (pl. [lower part of plan) while the smaller and coloured 
one düminates the masque. (PL. 11—upper part of plan). 


The shrine contains the remains of the two Imams, Ant At Hanr 
and Hasax A ‘Asa, and is situated in the centre of a rectangulur 
building having two minarets standing at the two corners of the 
southern side. (PL II). This building is surrounded on three 
sides by a spacious courtyard whose enter side is divided into n 
series of 62 small foans in all 


The courtyard ix 78.80 m. long and 7710 m. wide. 


The xhrine itself is 453 m, long and 38 m, wide. 

The mosque, though continuous with the courtyard, forms à 
sepurate building independent of the shrine and surrounded by n 
lnrge courtyard on three sidex 

The courtyard ix 83.80 m. long and 61,50 m, wide. 

the mosque building is 85 m. long and 29 m. wide. 

The Ghaïbah eave is situated in this portion under the building 
of te mosque itself and is compaxed of many parts. (See drawing 
pl, IV). 


THE CAVES OF SAMARRA. 


The left bank of the river Tigris which is in line with the town 
of Samarra forms à ridge of several metres above the level of the 
right bank. 

Under the earthen layer of this ridge lies a layer of conglomerate 
rock composed of pebbles of various sires cemented together. 


he rising of the site above water level in this manner, on the 
vne hand, and the existenee of this roeky layer at a dépth almost in 
level with the surface, on the other hand, render the digging of deep 
caves under the buildings quite possible. 


Samarra is, consequently, rich with many caves dug under the 
ancient remains of old palaees and houses, as well as beneath the 
modern dwelling places, 


# 


4 
BAB UL GHAIBAH 


at 


SAMARRA 


I the enve known as ‘Ghaïbat ul Mahdi'* at Samarra there is 
a beautiful wooden door, dating from the time of the Abbasid Caliph 
Ax-Nasre-Liprw-Tunatt. 


This precious relie is composed of many latticod pieces and 
ornamented with beautiful engravings and inscriptions showing great 
#kill in wooden handicraft and perfect delicacy of taste in technieal 
execution. 


No european seholars have hitherto had the opportunity to study 
this door; and owing to the fact that no publiestion worthy of its 
scientific and historical value has as yet been issued, the Directorate 
of Antiquities finds it, therefore, its duty to acquaint the scientifie, 
ax well as the Arab, world with this precious object. Consequently, 
the special photographer of the Department was sent ont to take 
suitable photographs of the door and its component parts, while the 
department's engineer was detailed to prepare on the spot dravings 
of the enve to which the door belonge. 


The Department of Antiquities is very glad now to issue his 
pamphlet with the relevant photographs and plans for the informa- 
tion of the publie and scholars about this piece of fine art which was 
munufactured more than seven centuries ago. 


4 an DIRECTORATE-OF ANTIQUITIES. 


BAB UL GHAIBAH 
(Door of Disparition) 
AT 


SAMARRA 


(WITH 12 PLATES) 


BAGHDAD 
PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT PRESS. 
19% 


LIBRARY 


OF 


PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 


eevAT-O62LN 


